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Introduction: Welcome to the World of Commerce 

Hello Students and Parents! 

If you are reading this, you are thinking about your future. You want to know: What jobs can I get? 

How much money can I make? What should I study? 

This book will answer all your questions. We have written this in simple, easy-to-read English. We 

use bullet points so you can find information quickly. This book has all the details you need to 

plan your life from Class 11 to your first big job. 

Chapter 1: Why Choose Commerce? 

Commerce is not just about counting money. It is the study of business. It teaches you how things 

are bought, sold, and made. Every shop, hospital, app, and big company needs commerce 

students to run properly. 

What Makes a Good Commerce Student? 

You do not need to be a genius to do well. But you need the right habits. 

● You like numbers: You want to know how much things cost and how much profit a 

company makes. 

● You are a problem solver: If a business is losing money, you want to find out why. 

● You like to read the news: You want to know what is happening in the country and the 

world. 

● You like rules: You like learning about government rules and taxes. 

Breaking the False Myths 

Many people say wrong things about Commerce. Let us look at the truth. 

● False Myth 1: Commerce is for students who get low marks. 

○ The Truth: Commerce is for smart students who want to run businesses. Many top 

CEOs in the world studied Commerce. It needs hard work and a sharp brain. 

● False Myth 2: It is a very easy stream. You can relax. 

○ The Truth: 11th and 12th Accounts is tough. Professional exams like CA are some of 

the hardest exams in India. You must study every day. 

● False Myth 3: You will only get a boring bank job. 

○ The Truth: Bank jobs are good, but there is much more. You can work in tech 

companies, make mobile apps, trade in the share market, or become a top lawyer. 

● False Myth 4: If you do not have Maths, you will not get a good job. 

○ The Truth: Maths is good, but NOT compulsory. There are many high-paying jobs in 

Law, HR, and Management that do not ask for Maths. You can still earn ₹10 Lakhs to 

₹20 Lakhs a year without Maths. 



Chapter 2: The "Big Three" Professional Courses 

These are special courses. You do not go to a normal college for them. You register with a 

government board, study at home or in coaching, and give exams. They give you high respect 

and a safe job. 

 

1. Chartered Accountant (CA) 

● What is it? A CA is a master of money, accounts, and tax. 

● What do they do? Every company must show their accounts to the government. A CA 

checks these accounts to make sure they are true. This is called "Auditing." They also help 

people save tax. 

● Time taken: About 3.5 to 4 years. 

● The Steps to become a CA: 

1. Foundation: Give this exam after Class 12. It has 4 papers. 

2. Intermediate: A harder exam with 6 papers. 

3. Articleship: This is practical training. You work in a CA office for 2 years. You also get 

paid a small salary (stipend) while learning. 

4. Final Exam: The last and hardest exam. 

● Salary: Starting salary is around ₹11.3 Lakhs per year. 

2. Company Secretary (CS) 

● What is it? A CS is a master of Company Law. 



● What do they do? They do not do much maths. They make sure the company follows all 

government rules. They sit in big meetings with the owners of the company and give legal 

advice. 

● Who is it for? This is perfect for students who DO NOT have Maths. You need good English 

and a good memory for rules. 

● Time taken: About 2.5 to 3 years. 

● The Steps to become a CS: 

1. CSEET: The entrance exam. 

2. Executive: The middle level with 7 papers. 

3. Professional: The final level. 

● Salary: Starting salary is around ₹10.6 Lakhs per year. 

3. Cost and Management Accountant (CMA) 

● What is it? A CMA is an expert in controlling costs. 

● What do they do? Imagine a company makes mobile phones. The CMA calculates exactly 

how much the plastic, glass, and battery cost. Then they tell the company what price to sell 

the phone for to make a profit. 

● Where do they work? Mostly in big factories, car companies, and manufacturing. 

● Time taken: About 3 years. 

● The Steps: Foundation, Intermediate, and Final (with practical training). 

● Salary: Starting salary is around ₹8.8 to ₹10 Lakhs per year. 

 

Comparative Overview of the "Big Three" 

Feature Chartered Accountancy 

(CA) 

Company Secretary (CS) Cost & Management 

Accountancy (CMA) 

Primary Core Focus 
Auditing, Taxation, 

Financial Reporting 14 

Corporate Law, 

Governance, SEC/SEBI 

Compliance 15 

Cost Optimization, 

Strategic Management, 

Pricing 30 

Total Approximate 

Duration 

~42 months (includes 

mandatory 2-year 

articleship) 19 

2.5 to 3 years 
~3 years (Foundation: 

8m, Inter: 10m, Final: 

18m) 29 

Mathematics 

Dependency 

Moderate (Important at 

the Foundation level) 32 

Minimal (Heavy focus on 

Law and Theory) 26 
Moderate (Costing 

formulas and 

operational research) 

Average Starting Salary 
₹11.3 Lakhs per annum 
11 

₹10.6 Lakhs per annum 
11 

₹8.8 to ₹10 Lakhs per 

annum 11 

 



 

Chapter 3: Regular College Degrees 

If you do not want to do CA/CS, you must go to a good college. A good college gives you friends, 

confidence, and campus jobs (placements). 

 

1. Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) 

● What is it? The most common degree. You study accounts, tax, and business. 

● B.Com Honours: This is a deep study. It is harder. It is the best choice if you want to be 

an accountant or do an MBA later. 

● B.Com Program: This is simpler and has less pressure. 

● How to join: For top colleges (like Delhi University), you must give an exam called CUET. 

○ Note: To get B.Com Honours in Delhi University, you must have Maths OR 

Accountancy as a subject in your CUET exam. 

2. Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) 

● What is it? This is a degree in Management. You do not study heavy accounts. 

● What do you learn? 

○ Marketing: How to sell products. 

○ HR: How to hire and manage employees. 

○ Leadership: How to be a boss. 

● Who is it for? Students who like talking to people, giving speeches on stage, and working 

in teams. 

● How to join: You give exams like NPAT or MAH-CET. 

● Salary: Around ₹3.5 to ₹6.5 Lakhs to start. But if you do an MBA after this, the salary 

becomes very high. 



3. B.A. (Honours) Economics 

● What is it? This is the study of the whole country's money, banks, and prices. 

● Important Warning: This subject has VERY heavy Maths. It uses hard formulas and 

statistics. 

● Who is it for? Only for students who love Maths. 

● Jobs after this: Working in big banks, doing research for the government, or analyzing 

data. 

● How to join: Maths is compulsory in Class 12 and in the CUET exam. 

Foundational Degree Comparison Matrix 

 

Degree Program Primary Focus 

Area 

Ideal Future 

Pathway 

Mathematics 

Requirement 

(General Trend) 

Starting Salary 

Potential 

B.Com (Hons) 
Accounting, 

Taxation, 

Corporate 

Finance 14 

CA, CPA, ACCA, 

CFA, M.Com 14 

Accountancy OR 

Math (e.g., for 

DU via CUET) 36 

₹2.5 - ₹5 LPA 

BBA / BMS 
Management, 

Marketing, HR, 

Operations 34 

MBA 

(CAT/GMAT), 

Entrepreneurshi

p 14 

Generally not 

mandatory 

₹3.5 - ₹6.5 LPA 

B.A. (Hons) 

Economics 

Econometrics, 

Economic 

Theory, Statistics 
14 

Investment 

Banking, CFA, 

Data Analytics, 

Policy Research 
14 

Mandatory 

(Math is 

required in 

12th/CUET) 36 

₹4 - ₹8 LPA 

Pro-Tip: Do not choose B.A. (Hons) Economics simply because of the immense prestige 

associated with top colleges like St. Stephen's or SRCC. The mathematical rigor is intense 

and unforgiving for those who prefer theory over equations. 

 

Chapter 4: New, Modern, and High-Paying Careers 

The world has changed. Today, you can do amazing jobs that did not exist 20 years ago. 



1. Share Market and Trading (Stock Market) 

● What is it? Buying and selling shares (parts) of big companies like Reliance or Tata. 

● What do you do? You sit in front of computers, look at graphs, and guess if a price will go 

up or down. You manage money for rich people. 

● How to start early: While in school or college, you can take small exams from the 

government (SEBI). These are called NISM Exams. 

○ Example: Passing the "Mutual Fund" exam lets you legally sell mutual funds. This looks 

great on your resume. 

 

2. Actuarial Science (Risk Expert) 

● What is it? Predicting the future using maths. 

● What do you do? Insurance companies hire you. You use maths to guess how many cars 

will crash this year. Then you tell the company how much to charge for car insurance. 

● The Exam: You must give the ACET exam. 

● Warning: It is extremely hard and needs very strong Maths. 

● Salary: This is one of the highest-paying jobs in the world. You can start at ₹6 to ₹10 Lakhs 

and reach ₹50 Lakhs very quickly. 

3. FinTech (Finance + Technology) 

● What is it? Apps like Google Pay, Paytm, or banking apps. 

● What do you do? You do not need to write computer code. But you tell the software 

engineers what the app should do. You make sure the app is safe for people's money. This 

job is called a Product Manager. 



● Salary: Very high, because tech companies pay very well. 

 

4. Corporate Lawyer (BBA LLB) 

● What is it? A lawyer for big businesses, not for criminals. 

● What do you do? When two companies join together, they need hundreds of legal papers. 

You write these papers. You solve fights between companies. 

● How to join: After Class 12, you give the CLAT exam. Then you do a 5-year college course 

(BBA + LLB together). 

● Who is it for? Students who love reading, writing, and arguing with logic. 

5. Management Consulting 

● What is it? You act like a doctor for sick companies. 

● What do you do? A famous shoe company is losing money. They hire you. You study their 

factories, their workers, and their prices. Then you give them a plan to make profit again. 

● How to join: You need to go to top colleges like the IIMs. You can give the IPMAT exam 

right after Class 12 to get into a 5-year IIM program. 

Chapter 5: Must-Have Skills for the Future 

Getting a degree is just step one. When you go for a job interview, the boss will ask: "What extra 

things can you do?" Here is what you must learn. 

1. Advanced Microsoft Excel 



● Why? Every finance job uses Excel. 

● What to learn: Not just simple tables. You must learn things called "Pivot Tables", 

"VLOOKUP", and "Macros". You should be able to press a button and let Excel calculate 

10,000 bills in one second. 

2. Python and Data 

● Why? Sometimes, Excel is too slow if a company has millions of customers. 

● What to learn: Python is a computer language. Commerce students do not need to be 

expert coders. But learning basic Python helps you clean and read big lists of data fast. 

3. Using AI (Artificial Intelligence) 

● Why? AI tools like ChatGPT are everywhere. They will not steal your job, but a person who 

knows how to use AI will steal your job. 

● What to learn: You must learn "Prompt Engineering". This means knowing how to talk to 

AI. 

○ Bad Prompt: "Tell me about Tata Motors." 

○ Good Prompt: "Read this 50-page financial report on Tata Motors. Give me a simple 

list of their 3 biggest losses this year, and put it in a table format." 

 

4. Soft Skills (The Most Important) 

● Communication: Can you explain a hard maths problem to someone in simple English? 

That is a soft skill. 

● Emails: Learning how to write a polite, professional email without spelling mistakes. 



● Networking: Using the LinkedIn app to make professional friends and ask for job 

opportunities. 

Chapter 6: Your Month-by-Month Action Plan 

You cannot wait until the end of Class 12 to think about your future. You must start now. Here is 

your checklist. 

The Class 11 Plan (Building the Base) 

Class 11 is your practice year. There is no board exam pressure. 

● April to August (Focus on Basics): Pay 100% attention to Accounts and Economics. If 

you do not understand Journal Entries in Class 11, you will fail in Class 12. 

● September to December (Learn a Skill): Take a free online class on YouTube. Learn 

basic Excel or read a book about the share market. 

● January to March (College Search): Talk to your parents. Make a list of 5 to 10 colleges 

you like. Look at what entrance exams they ask for. 

 

The Class 12 Plan (The Busy Year) 

This year is hard. You have to study for Board Exams AND College Entrance Exams at the same 

time. 

● April to September (Syllabus Focus): Finish your school syllabus fast. Do your 



homework. Give school tests seriously. 

● October to December (Start Entrance Prep): 

○ Choose your college entrance exams (like CUET, CLAT, or IPMAT). 

○ Buy the practice books for these exams. 

○ Study 1 hour a day just for entrance exams. 

○ Note: CLAT (Law) exam happens in December! 

● January to March (Board Exams & Forms): 

○ Fill out all your college and exam forms online. Do not miss the last dates! 

○ Give your board exams. 

● March to May (The Final Push): 

○ Board exams are over. Do not go on a long holiday. 

○ Study 6 to 8 hours a day for your entrance exams like CUET. Give practice tests online. 

● June to July (Admissions): 

○ Results come out. 

○ Apply to college portals. Attend counseling sessions. 

○ Pay your fees and get ready for college! 

A Quick Word for Parents 

Dear Parents, the world is very different today than it was 20 years ago. 

● Do not force your child to do Maths if they are very weak at it. There are great jobs without 

it. 

● Do not think CA is the only good option. FinTech, Law, and Trading are highly respected 

and pay very well. 

● Support them during Class 12. Help them keep track of entrance exam dates. 

● Encourage them to learn computer skills. 

Conclusion 

Commerce is an exciting, money-making, and powerful stream. If you build good habits, practice 

your numbers, learn computer skills, and prepare for your entrance exams early, you will have a 

brilliant and successful life. Good luck! 


